
LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE (STREET TRADING) 
 

4th November 2010 
 

Present:  Councillors Bayliss, Clark and Lankester. 
 

Officers: 
 
Representing the Head of Governance and Corporate 
Support: 
 
Miss P. Golding, Solicitor 
Mrs. A. Perry, Committee Adminstrator 
 
Representing the Head of Worcestershire Regualtory 
Services: 
 
Mr. A. Fox, Senior Licensing Officer 
 

 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  

 
RESOLVED:  That Councillor Clark be elected Chairman for the hearing. 
 

COUNCILLOR CLARK IN THE CHAIR 
 
 

2 APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A STREET TRADING LICENCE: 
MRS. JAIME CHIPPERFIELD-SUCH - HIGH STREET, WORCESTER  
 
In Attendance: 
 
Mrs. Jaime Chipperfield-Such, Applicant 
Mr. Jordan Such, in support of Applicant 
 
Mrs. Georgia Smith, Head of Visit Worcester, and Ms. Cynthia Palmer of Visit 
Worcester – Representors. 
 
The Chairman made the following statement:- 
 
 Presentations to this Sub-Committee are not given under oath.  However, I 

would like to remind all parties that the highest standards are expected and 
any deviation from these high standards could possibly influence any 
decision of the Sub-Committee. 

 
The Chairman introduced the members of the Sub-Committee, other parties to 
the hearing introduced themselves. 
 
The Chairman sought the agreement of the Applicant to the hearing being 
conducted in accordance with the suggested procedure, and that she was aware 
she could have been represented and as she was not was she content to continue 
with the hearing, to which the Applicant agreed. 
 
The Solicitor presented a summary of the report. 
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The Applicant then presented her application for a street trading licence to cover a 
site in the High Street during specific periods as set out in the application for the 
sale of German Bratwurst Sausages.  The Applicant confirmed that she did not 
intend to trade during the weekend of the Christmas Fayre, 2nd to 4th December 
2010, but did wish to trade for the other remaining dates as requested.. 
 
The Applicant explained that she had traded from the High Street for the past two 
years in the run up to Christmas, and had received complementary comments 
from many of the traders in the immediate vicinity who welcomed the business 
and the increased footfall introduced. 
 
In response to questions raised, it was confirmed that the unit was powered solely 
by battery power, there was no requirement for power cables to the unit or for a 
generator.  The Applicant confirmed that when trading from the site previously it 
had been her custom to completely clear the site of any rubbish which was taken 
away,  disposed of  properly  and the site left in a clean and tidy state.   
 
The Applicant responded to further questions on details from members of the 
Sub-Committee, the Objector and the Senior Licensing Officer. 
 
The Applicant confirmed to the Sub-Committee that she was willing to make any  
changes to the unit which were required.  She also informed the Sub-Committee 
that she had recently been awarded a Gold Award from Sandwell Council for 
cleanliness and quality in respect of her trading operation. 
 
The Members of the Sub-Committee asked further questions and sought 
confirmation that the Applicant did not now wish to include the weekend of the 
Christmas Fayre in the dates of operation applied for.  The Applicant confirmed 
that customers could only purchase cooked food, the sausages being served in a 
bread roll, there was no intention to sell uncooked sausages at all. 
 
The Senior Licensing Officer informed the Sub-Committee that the application had 
been received in September supported by the full fee and the required supporting 
documentation.  He reported that the style of the unit used had been upgraded 
last year following consultation with VisitWorcester and the Licensing Section, the 
standard of the unit was considered acceptable.  The hours of operation applied 
for were Thursdays 8.30 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. and Friday and Saturdays 8.30 a.m. to 
5.30 p.m. – these hours  would accommodate the unit being set up prior to shops 
opening, and staying open until after the shops’  closing hours, to avoid disruption 
to the public in moving the unit on to the site.  It was confirmed that there had 
been no complaints received during the operation in previous years, and that no 
objections to the current application were made by either the  Licensing or 
Pollution sections of the Council, the only objection being that from 
VisitWorcester. 
 
Mrs. Smith, of VisitWorcester addressed the Sub-Committee setting out the basis 
of the objection to the siting of the business in the High Street.  One of the 
objections had been that if the business was trading over the Christmas Fayre 
weekend, this could have been to the disadvantage of traders at the Fayre who 
had paid the requisite fee, and undergone  a  stringent selection process which 
ensured  they met quality standards.   
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The letter of objection submitted by VisitWorcester  commented on the quality of 
the produce supplied, which the members of the Sub-Committee considered to be  
subjective.  The level of trade and demand must have been sufficient to 
encourage the Applicant to apply to trade again this year.  The overall appearance 
of the unit was commented on, particularly the issue of the array of plastic sauce 
bottles, which VisitWorcster did not think an appropriate appearance for a unit 
trading in  such a  prominent position.  The issue of need was also raised, citing 
that there were already sufficient outlets in the City Centre providing hot food to 
take away.  The withdrawal from the application of trading over the Christmas 
Fayre weekend was welcomed.  VisitWorcester would still wish to see a policy 
introduced on all street trading within the City  to provide a positive framework for 
the managing of all sites for street trading in the City Centre. 
 
The confirmation from the Applicant that the unit would be powered by battery 
and not a generator was welcomed as it was not considered appropriate for a 
noisy generator to be operated in this important thoroughfare. 
 
Members of the Sub-Committee raised concerns regarding the content of the 
letter of objection,  in particular  the refrence to quality which was considered  to 
be inappropriate, and the tone of the letter which appeared to allude to  the issue 
of competition to existing traders.. These  were not matters within the remit of 
this Sub-Committee and could not be taken into consideration.  The  issue of need  
could be taken into account.  It was noted that  the applicant had traded  in the 
past and wished to do so again this  showed that there was a demand, otherwise 
there would be no point in returning.  Members of the Sub-Committee asked if 
VisitWorcester had a subjective view on the issue of  need.  By way of response  
VisitWorcester considered there were already sufficient outlets providing hot food 
to take away in the City Centre, therefore the need was not proved.  Members of 
the Sub-Committee noted there did not appear to be  robust evidence  to support 
the contention of VisitWorcester that there was no “need”.   If VisitWorcester 
expected the Sub-Committee to take into consideration the lack of need, this 
objection should be supported   by evidence. 
 
The applicant made a closing statement, agreeing to make any changes to the 
unit required.  The members of the Sub-Committee were concerned about the 
side table holding the plastic sauce bottles, suggesting that the unit be altered to 
ensure that this separate table was not needed, as it detracted from the 
appearance of the unit.  The Applicant agreed to alter the siting of the table  in 
consultation with the Licensing Officers.  The Applicant also stated that if it was an 
issue in future, she would be prepared to pay the additional fee to trade over the 
Christmas Fayre period, as well as the street trading licence fee. 
 
All parties with the exception of the members of the Sub-Committee and the 
representatives of the Head of Governance and Corporate Support, withdrew to 
enable the Sub-Committee to consider its decision. 
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All parties were recalled and it was 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Sub-Committee, taking into account all the 
comments made by all parties, grant the application, as amended by the 
Applicants to exclude trading on the weekend of the Christmas Fayre, 2nd 
to 4th December, but suggest that the Applicant liaise with the Licensing 
Officers to improve the presentation of the sauces table, to be more in 
keeping with the overall style of the stall. 
 
 
 
Duration of the meeting: 12.00 p.m. to 1.05 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Chairman at the meeting on 
4th November 2010 


